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Local Organizations and Rural Society in
Guisui in the Qing Dynasty
TIAN Mi
(Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510275)

Abstract: Recently, researches on traditional Chinese local social organizations have already gone beyond focusing on
imperial institutions such as Bagjia and Lijia and more importance is touched to relations between official institutions like
Baojia and Ljia and local social organizations. Interactive relationship between the official and the unofficial organiza-
tions is examined in historical context of Guisui area in order to understand internal mechanism of local society. The paper
is divided into four parts: 1. Discussion of relations between Zuolingzhi, Xiangunzhi and Paijiazhi; 2. Explanation of
establishment of Minshe and Mengshe as well as their relations with Zuolingzhi, Xiangtunzhi and Paijiazhi;3. Introduc-
tion of function of She (organization) and role of Jiatou (leader) in real life of village; 4. Simple description of relation-
ship between official organizations and civil organizations at the grass-roots level.
Keywords: Guisui; Zuoling; Xiangtun; Pajia; She
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